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Plot Diagram Full Guide + Templates 
Full Post: https://www.ridethepen.com/plot-diagram-template/ 

 

Classic Plot Diagram 

1. Exposition: The beginning of the story introduces us to the 

circumstances and the characters, while at the same time trying to keep 

things interesting. We have to give the reader a lot of background info, 

so we can set the main plot into motion. 

 

2. Rising Action: Problems arise, urgent questions pop up and conflicts 

escalate. In short, suspense rises on a steep curve. 

 

3. Climax: The peak of the story, in which suspense reaches its maximum. 

The monster is fought and killed, the princess is freed, the cake is eaten.  

 

4. Falling Action: The main problem has now been eliminated. Some 

questions are still open and get answered; conflicts are resolved. All 

loose ends are tied up. Suspense is let out of the story like hot air from a 

balloon. 

 

5. Resolution: Things have finally settled down. Now there is a new normal, 

as in “they lived happily ever after.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ridethepen.com/plot-diagram-template/


2 
 

Classic Plot Diagram Example 

1. Exposition: We get introduced to the menacing mixture that is an 

innocent little girl combined with a big dark forest (character and 

circumstances). We learn that the girl is helping out her mom; she is 

bringing some wine and cake to her sick grandmother. 

 

2. Rising Action: The wolf shows up and his mind is anything but pure. 

What´s his plan? Is he dangerous? (You bet.) He talks to Little Red Riding 

Hood. Oh, now he takes the path to her grandmother´s house. Oh, damn, 

he is swallowing the old lady!! What now? That pervert is putting on her 

nightgown and lying down in her bed?? Why on earth would he do that? 

Uh oh. Will the little girl fall into his trap? Now she is knocking at his 

door… this is getting worse by the minute! 

 

3. Climax: Little Red Riding Hood exchanges a nerve-wracking dialogue with 

the wolf (“But… why do you have such a big mouth?”), before he jumps 

at her and swallows our little heroine whole without so much as a burp. 

We are shocked, some of us are in tears, others are eyeing their German 

shepherd angrily. 

Luckily, a hunter discovers the perpetrator and cuts open the sleeping 

wolf. The girl and her grandmother emerge from the belly of the beast 

unharmed, which brings us great relief.  

 

4. Falling Action: What to do with the wolf now? is an open question. 

Because fairy tales can be cruel, the hunter fills the wolf´s empty 

stomach with heavy stones. When the wolf wakes up and drinks out of 

the well, the weight makes him fall and drown. Clean, easy solution. How 

is everybody else? (question to the crowd) Answer: Alive and happy. 

 

5. Resolution: The sun is shining, the wolf is gone, everybody feels better. 

The little girl can go back to her mother now, and when her mom asks 

her “What happened?”, she can simply reply “Nothing.” The End. Roll 

credits. 
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Plot Diagram Template Revised 

The revised template is explained quickly. On the one hand, it moves the 

Climax almost all the way to the end of the storyline, where it realistically 

belongs.  

At the same time, it arranges Rising Action and Falling Action like the spikey 

teeth of a saw blade, between the beginning and said Climax. 

And of course, it finishes off with a Resolution, in which all lose ends are tied up 

and a new normal is met. 

These are its parts: 

1. Exposition: This first part, the Exposition, is the same as in the classic 

version. It´s about introducing the characters, setting the stage and 

bringing in information. At first, the reader doesn´t know anything about 

the characters, so he doesn´t care; the line of suspense is flat. This is the 

valley below the slope, and in many stories the river of boring runs 

through it. 

Keep in mind though that some stories start with a more explosive 

beginning, putting the reader right in the middle of the action 

immediately and planting a strong hook of suspense in the reader´s mind 

on the very first page. This type of story you can see in many movies, for 

example. In the plot diagram, it makes for a high spike right out of the 

gate. 

 

2. Rising and Falling Action, but Mainly Rising Action: Look at that rising 

mountain chain! From now on, your story should in general get more and 

more exciting. It would be a terrible story if it was just meandering 

sideways, or even losing suspense by the page, wouldn´t it? 

 

Your story needs these little down spikes for two reasons: 

 

A. It´s just not possible to constantly up the tension. You will always 

have slower parts, which you want to use to connect events, raise 

stakes, show dialogue, or sprinkle in new information. 

 



4 
 

B. The readers would get desensitized by constantly rising 

excitement. A calmer passage in between grounds them, so the 

next boost can rattle them even more. It makes for a nice variation 

too. 

 

While the pattern is an ebb and flow, the bottom line is, it has to be a 

constant upwards slope, with many little peaks, until we reach the 

climax. 

 

3. Climax: The Climax, again, looks just like in the “5 parts of the plot” 

classic version. The only difference is that it is moved almost all the way 

to the right, towards the end of the story. You have the chance to build 

suspense over the course of your entire plot, up until your Climax. 

 

4. Resolution: Like in the classic version, the Resolution is the short part at 

the very end. Remember, most of the tension is gone by now, and your 

reader is just looking for a satisfying clean up.  

 

What you can at the very least take away from this revised plot diagram, 

in a nutshell: 

 Your Exposition (Beginning) doesn´t necessarily have to be slow; you 

can also start with a bang 

 

 The Climax is the most exciting part of your story and has to come 

close to the end 

 

 While suspense rises in the main story part, it creates an exciting up 

and down rhythm (like sex), letting suspense ebb and flow 
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